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Introduction
[bookmark: _Hlk35631877]Coronavirus disease 2019 or Covid-19, as it has come to be known, is an infectious disease that is caused by the virus strain severe acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2 (American Academy of Family Physicians, 2019). It is a disease that causes respiratory illness like flu with a number of symptoms that include coughs, fever and difficulty in breathing. The disease affects the respiratory system mainly making it difficult for one to breathe properly. The disease is fatal if not attended to early as it spreads faster and affects the human cells. The disease is believed to have originated from China in a city known as Wuhan.it is believed that humans first get coronavirus from contact with animals. This is then spread to other humans through the contacts that they may have. It is still not clear which animals is thought to be the cause of coronavirus, although some believe that it probably came from a bat. The virus is mainly spread though bodily fluids and especially mouth droplets in coughs and sneezes (CDC (2020). A person who sneezes without covering his or her mouth transmits the virus to the people close to him or her. The other way is through one touching or coming into contact with something that an infected person has touched and then touching your hand to the mouth, nose and eyes.
 The disease is diagnosed through the running of tests that will rule out other infections. The patients who are found to have the disease are required to self-isolate in order to reduce the spread of the infection. The disease can be prevented by one staying away from those who have been infected and by washing hands with soap or hand sanitizers regularly. The other recommended way is by using hand sanitizers that are alcohol-based and with at least 70% alcohol (World Health Organization, 2020). The percentage is necessary to suppress or kill the virus. There is no vaccine for coronavirus at the moment although the symptoms are believed to go away after some time. This is the main reason why most of the people in the world have been advised to self-isolate once they suspect of getting into contact with any person who may have shown symptoms of coronavirus. Thousands of people who have recovered fully after being diagnosed with the virus and efforts are being made by medical doctors to save even more lives. The search for a vaccine is also ongoing as the world tries to deal with the global pandemic that has affected it.
The Federal Response to the Virus
The response of the federal government has been rather swift as it seeks to contain the virus from spreading and affecting most of the Americans. The administration though the federal emergency management agency, has activated several plans that are designed to keep the virus away. The agency has activated its response to level 1 which signifies the seriousness with which the disease has been taken. The federal agency has normally been engaged in several emergencies but the emergency brought by the COVID-19 pandemic has posed a different angle to that they were used to.in responding to the disease, they have set up a team of 50 people to support states and territories across the country. They have also activated all the emergency operations center to deal with the virus effectively. The centers have been equipped with all the necessary testing equipment that will be able to detect the symptoms of Covid-19. There are also specific rooms in which the people who will be infected will be quarantined for 14 days to reduce the spread of the disease. The government has put into force a ban on gatherings with people being advised to avoid groups of more than ten people. They have also proceeded to close schools, bars and restaurants as a precautionary measure. This is set to deny the virus the chance to spread more in the country. They have also offered to provide humanitarian assistance in order to fight the disease globally.
New York Measures to fight Covid-19
The state of New York is one of the states that have suffered the effects of coronavirus. To deal with the disease, the state of New York, through the governor, has announced a raft of measures that will seek to prevent the spread of the disease in the state. One such measure is that of cleaning. The governor has ordered all of the areas to be cleaned and all dirt removed. There is a disinfection campaign that is going on in regards to ridding the state of the dirt and thus minimize the chances of disease spreading. The state has also limited the gathering of people to a maximum of 50 (Pennsylvania joins New York, New Jersey and Connecticut regional coalition to combat COVID-19, 2020). This is to reduce the contact that will be there and thus minimize the spread of the disease. Another raft of measure by the state government is the closing of all restaurants and bars. The two have been ordered to provide take out and delivery services only. The state has also closed retail shopping malls, amusement parks, movie theaters and casinos. The state has also partnered with other states and the federal government in providing guidelines that have to be adhered to across these states. The governor conveyed the actions or measures after meeting all the relevant stakeholders. This was announced to the public for them to be aware of the guidelines and follow them.
Economic Impact
[bookmark: _GoBack]The disease is set to bring with it huge economic impact due to the cancelation of various events and closure of businesses. Most people have been advised to stay away from work or gatherings and this is set to reduce the economic activities of the country. The disruption of businesses means that the gross domestic product of the country will reduce as there will be no income earned (Heymann & Shindo, 2020). This will also reduce the tax that the government will be able to collect from the people. The cancelation of the stock market means that there is not trading that takes place, and thus, the majority of the markets will go down. The unemployment levels are set to increase as is the cost of lives. This is something that is set to create a lot of chaos in the country as people will starve to death with no means of getting food. The decisions made by the leaders will also be affected in terms of the economy of the country. The proposal to reduce the tax obligations is meant to cushion the business people from the anticipated losses. Therefore, the disease has an impact of forcing the leaders to come up with several decisions that in the end affect the economy of the country.
The Response of the U.S as Compared to Other Countries
The U.S. response to the coronavirus situation has been quite slow as compared to other countries that are considered as major economies of the world. The administration has taken time to draft up measures that would have otherwise been done once the disease was discovered (Scott & Molla, 2020). There are other countries that quickly responded to the situation by setting up strategies that would prevent the spread of the disease. The government was rather slow when the disease was first discovered and this led to most of the states in the country to have cases of the diseases reported. This has, however, changed with the growth of the disease to every part of the world which has seen the U.S. institute strict measures to protect their country. The cases that have been reported could have been fewer if the government had acted early enough instead of waiting to see what would happen. This is a perfect example of proactive leadership as instead of the government controlling the situation, they chose to respond to it after it had already happened. They were not ready for it and this is manifested in the number of case that have been reported in the country.
Implications for Leadership
The disease has a lot of impact on the leaders that are currently there and the kind of actions that they are required to do. At the local levels, the leaders can ensure that the measures formulated by the government are implemented in full. They are the people at the ground level and thus are able to observe whether or not the people are doing it. They can also encourage the people on safety measures and report the situation to the higher authorities. At the state level, the leaders need to formulate strategies that will protect the state that they are leading (Heymann & Shindo, 2020). They need to ensure that appropriate measures are put into place and ban all forms of activities that will spread the disease. They will partner with the leaders at the local levels to ensure that the measures are implemented. The national level has the biggest responsibility of protecting its people. They can, therefore, enact various guidelines that are to be adopted by the citizens through the state levels. The leaders need to support those leaders at the state and local levels with adequate resources such as funding that will enable them to fight the disease. They also need to set up a system mechanism for reporting and tracking the disease which will ensure that the case confirmed can be monitored and dealt with.
The COVID-19 pandemic means that leaders have to make decisions, some of which are live and death in nature. It also implies that there is no space for week leadership. For example, one of the ways of combating the virus is imposing lockdowns to stop the spread of the disease. This kind of decision implies that leaders have to apply draconian measures in enforcing these measures. This calls for strong leadership. The pandemic also implies that leaders have to be on the lookout of what other leaders are doing and apply the same if they help in reducing the spread of the infection.
Conclusion
The Covid-19 has become a global pandemic that is threatening to wipe out the universe. Therefore, it is important that all countries in the world come together and put up a united front in dealing with the disease. The government should ensure that they institute strict measures that will see the reduction of the spread of the virus. The citizens also need to cooperate with the governments in ensuring that they adhere to the actions or measures stipulated. They need to observe all the recommendations of the government and the advice given by medical doctors which in the long run will led to the prevention of the disease and the general well-being of all people in the world.
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